
Esteemed Members of the Connecticut General Assembly,  
As our state begins to limit public meetings and prepare for possible school and 
institutional closures in response to COVID19, it's important to think of the economic 
impacts on our most vulnerable neighbors. Many working people across Connecticut 
can't afford to miss even a few days of work, whether because a workplace is closed or 
they have to stay home with their kids when schools close.  
Although the biggest threat presented by a potential pandemic is still to public health, 
the economic effects could also be devastating, especially to people who depend on 
non-salaried, hourly jobs to pay the bills. We need to make sure those families don't 
lose their housing.  
Hartford City Councilman Josh Michtom has drafted proposed state legislation to make 
sure none of our neighbors are evicted just because they can't work during a public 
health emergency, while still making sure that landlords can collect full rent once the 
emergency is over. Although the Governor's emergency powers allow him to suspend 
any law, including those that allow evictions, we are calling on the legislature to adopt a 
more robust set of protections: 
Whenever there's a declared public health emergency for at least ten consecutive days, 
tenants can't be evicted until 30 days after that emergency ends. 
Even if there is no declared emergency but schools are closed for at least ten 
consecutive days, tenants can't be evicted until 30 days after the school closure ends. 
Tenants who make partial payment of back rent within 30 days after the end of the 
emergency get another 60 days to catch up and keep their housing. 
Councilman Michtom’s office has consulted with legal advocacy organizations who 
represent tenants to make sure that the statutory language proposed will cover 
everyone who might be subject to eviction because of the economic impacts of the 
pandemic. They have also had excellent collaboration with Hartford Representatives 
Brandon McGee and Matt Ritter, who have recognized the urgent need for such 
measures and have been strong supporters of this effort, along with similar measures to 
protect our residents from foreclosure during this crisis. 
Now we are calling on all the members of the General Assembly to support this 
important legislation to protect our state’s neediest families as our nation copes with this 
unprecedented pandemic. 
Signed, 
 
 


